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Nebraska 


This  outline  describes  major  sources  of  information 
about  families  from  Nebraska.  As  you  read  this 
outline,  study  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  which  will  help  you  understand  the 
terminology,  contents,  and  uses  of  genealogical 
records. 

RECORDS  OF  THE  FAMILY 
HISTORY  LIBRARY™ 


The  Family  History  Library  has  few  of  the  records 
listed  in  this  outline.  The  major  holdings  include 
published  local  histories,  church  and  cemetery 
transcripts,  census  records,  and  agency  records  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  library  has  purchased 
some  records  on  microfilm  from  the  National 
Archives  and  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society. 

Some  of  the  sources  described  in  this  outline  list  the 
Family  History  Library’s  book,  microfilm,  and 
microfiche  numbers.  These  are  preceded  by  FHL,  the 
abbreviation  for  Family  History  Library.  These 
numbers  may  be  used  to  locate  materials  in  the 
library  and  to  order  microfilm  and  microfiche  at 
Family  History  Centers  . 

FAMILY  HISTORY  LIBRARY 
CATALOG™ 


The  library’s  records  are  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  found  at  the  library  and  at  each 
Family  History  Center.  To  find  a  record,  look  in  the 
Locality  Search  of  the  Family  History  Library 
Catalog  for: 

•  The  place  where  your  ancestor  lived,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS  RECORDS 
NEBRASKA  -  BIOGRAPHY 

NEBRASKA,  DOUGLAS  -  CEMETERIES 
NEBRASKA,  DOUGLAS,  OMAHA  -  DIRECTORIES 

•  The  record  type  you  want  to  search,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS  RECORDS 
NEBRASKA  -  BIOGRAPHY 

NEBRASKA,  DOUGLAS  -  CEMETERIES 
NEBRASKA,  DOUGLAS,  OMAHA  -  DIRECTORIES 

The  section  headings  in  this  outline  match  the  names 
of  record  types  used  in  the  Family  History  Library 
Catalog. 


ARCHIVES  AND  LIBRARIES 


The  archives,  libraries,  and  societies  listed  below 
have  major  collections  or  services  helpful  to 
genealogical  researchers. 

•  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society 
Department  of  Reference  Services 
1500  “R”  Street 
Lincoln,  NE  68501 
Telephone:  402-471-4751 
Fax:  402-471-3100 


Mailing  Address 
P.O.  Box  82554 
Lincoln,  NE  68501 


The  Department  of  Reference  Services  includes  two 
divisions  of  particular  interest  to  genealogists — the 
Library  Division  and  the  State  Archives.  The  Library 
Division  houses  printed  materials,  whereas  the  State 
Archives  maintains  Nebraska  government  records, 
newspapers,  and  other  historical  documents. 


The  state  of  Nebraska  is  actively  microfilming 
records.  Most  of  the  state  and  many  of  the  county 
records  described  in  this  outline  are  available  on 
microfilm  at  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society. 
They  cannot  be  borrowed  by  interlibrary  loan,  but 
most  are  available  for  purchase. 

A  useful  guide  to  records  at  the  State  Archives  is  A 
Guide  to  the  Manuscript  Division  of  the  State 
Archives,  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  (Lincoln 
Nebraska  State  Historical  Society,  1974;  FHL  book 
978.2  A3n  No.  5;  includes  a  1983  supplement). 


The  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  has  also 
published  a  series  of  helpful  leaflets  describing 
genealogical  sources  in  Nebraska.  You  can  write  to 
the  society  for  copies. 


National  Archives — Central  Plains  Region 
(Kansas  C ity)  u 

23 1 2  East  Bannister  Road  /?rrrr  XL 

Kansas  City,  MO  64131 
Telephone:  816-926-6934 
Fax:  816-926-6982  . 

Nebraska  State  Genealogical  Society  / 

P.O.  Box  5608 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 
Telephone:  402-266-8881 
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•  American  Historical  Society  of  Germans  from 

Russia 

63 1  “D”  Street 
Lincoln,  NE  68502-1199 
Telephone:  402-474-3363 
Fax:  402-474-7229 

To  learn  more  about  the  history  and  record-keeping 
systems  of  Nebraska  counties,  use  the  seven 
inventories  of  county  archives  published  by  the 
Historical  Records  Survey  around  1940.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  copies  of  these. 

Computer  Networks  and  Bulletin  Boards 

Computers  with  modems  can  be  useful  tools  for 
obtaining  information  from  selected  archives  and 
libraries.  In  a  way,  computer  networks  themselves 
serve  as  a  library.  The  Internet,  certain  computer 
bulletin  boards,  and  commercial  on-line  services  help 
family  history  researchers: 

•  Locate  other  researchers 

•  Post  queries 

•  Send  and  receive  e-mail 

•  Search  large  databases 

•  Search  computer  libraries 

•  Join  in  computer  chat  and  lecture  sessions 

You  can  find  computerized  research  tips  and 
information  about  ancestors  from  Nebraska  in  a  variety 
of  sources  at  local,  state,  national,  and  international 
levels.  The  list  of  sources  is  growing  rapidly.  Most  of 
the  information  is  available  at  no  cost. 

Addresses  on  the  Internet  change  frequently.  As  of 
April  1997,  the  following  sites  are  important 
gateways  linking  you  to  many  more  network  and 
bulletin  board  sites: 

•  USGenWeb 
http://www.usgenweb.com/ 

A  cooperative  effort  by  many  volunteers  to  list 
genealogical  databases,  libraries,  bulletin  boards, 
and  other  resources  available  on  the  Internet  for 
each  county,  state,  and  country. 

•  Roots-L 

http://www.rootsweb.com/roots-l/usa/ 

A  useful  list  of  sites  and  resources.  Includes  a 
large,  regularly  updated  research  coordination  list. 

For  further  details  about  using  computer  networks, 
bulletin  boards,  and  news  groups  for  family  history 
research,  see  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  2nd  ed.,  “Archives  and  Libraries”  section. 

FamilySearch® 

The  Family  History  Library  and  some  Family 
History  Centers  have  computers  with  FamilySearch®. 
FamilySearch  is  a  collection  of  computer  files 
containing  several  million  names.  FamilySearch  is  a 


good  place  to  begin  your  research.  Some  of  the 
records  come  from  compiled  sources;  some  have 
been  automated  from  original  sources. 

Computers  with  FamilySearch  do  not  have  access  to 
computer  on-line  services,  networks,  or  bulletin  boards. 
However,  those  services  are  available  at  many  public 
libraries,  college  libraries,  and  private  locations. 

BIBLE  RECORDS 


The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
collection  contains  some  Bible  records  (see  the 
“Genealogy”  section  of  this  outline).  This  collection 
is  partially  indexed  by  E.  Kay  Kirkham,  An  Index  to 
Some  of  the  Bibles  and  Family  Records  of  the  United 
States,  vol.  II  (Logan,  Utah:  Everton  Publishers,  1984; 
FHL  book  973  D22kk  v.2;  fiche  6089184). 

BIOGRAPHY 


The  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  has  the  best 
collection  of  published  biographies.  There  is  no 
statewide  biographical  index  or  major  manuscript 
collection.  State,  regional,  and  county  histories  often 
have  biographical  sections.  Some  representative 
biographical  encyclopedias  are: 

Compendium  of  History,  Reminiscence  and 
Biography  of  Nebraska.  Chicago:  Alden  Publishing 
Co.,  1912.  (FHL  film  1000179;  similar  volumes 
are  on  FHL  film  1000180.) 

Baldwin,  Sara  Mullin  and  Robert  Morton  Mullin. 
Nebraskana:  Biographical  Sketches  of  Nebraska 
Men  and  Women  of  Achievement.  Hebron,  Neb.: 
Baldwin  Co.,  1932.  (FHL  book  978.2  D3ba;  film 
1036245  item  4.) 

Sheldon,  Addison  Erwin.  Nebraska:  The  Land  and 
the  People.  3  vols.  Chicago:  Lewis  Publishing  Co., 
1931.  (FHL  book  978.2  H2s;  film  1000180.) 
Volumes  2  and  3  are  biographical. 

Morton,  Julius  Sterling  et  al.  Illustrated  History  of 
Nebraska.  3  vols.  Lincoln:  Jacob  North  and  Co., 
1905-13.  (FHL  book  978.2  H2m;  film  1036256.) 

The  Nebraska  Historical  Society  has  an  every-name 
card  index  to  these  volumes  on  microfilm. 

CEMETERIES 

The  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  and  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 

Library  in  Washington,  D.C.  have  19  volumes  of 
cemetery  transcripts.  These  list  over  110,000  names 
from  150  cemeteries  collected  from  1975  to  1979  by 
Clarabelle  Mares  and  Kathrine  Petersen.  Additional 
cemetery  records  are  found  in  the  DAR  collection 
described  in  the  “Genealogy”  section  of  this  outline. 
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CENSUS 


Federal 

Many  federal  census  records  are  found  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  United  States 
Research  Outline  provides  more  detailed  information 
about  these  records. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  the  U.S.  federal 
censuses  of  Nebraska  from  1860  to  1920.  The  1890 
census  was  destroyed,  but  the  schedule  of  Union 
veterans  is  on  microfilm  at  the  Family  History 
Library.  The  library  also  has  a  published  index. 

The  federal  government  took  a  special  census  of 
Nebraska  in  1885,  which  is  on  56  microfilms  at  the 
Family  History  Library  and  at  the  Nebraska  State 
Historical  Society.  The  society  also  has  the  State 
Gazetteer  and  Business  Directory  for  1886  and  a  card 
index  made  from  the  directory  that  provides  a  partial 
index  to  the  census.  The  Family  History  Library  does 
not  have  the  directory  or  the  card  index. 

Published  transcripts  of  the  1860  census  and  for  35 
of  the  48  counties  in  the  1870  census  are  available. 
Published  indexes  are  available  for  the  1860  and  1870 
censuses.  Soundex  (phonetic)  indexes  are  on  microfilm 
for  part  of  the  1880  and  all  of  the  1900  and  1920 
censuses.  The  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  also 
has  a  complete  head-of-household  index  for  the  1880 
census.  A  street  index  for  Omaha  that  can  help  you  use 
the  1910  census  is  on  FHL  fiche  6331481. 

Mortality  schedules  for  1860,  1870,  1880,  and  1885  are 
at  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society.  The  National 
Archives  and  the  Family  History  Library  have  copies 
on  microfilm.  The  library  also  has  copies  of  published 
indexes  for  the  1860,  1870,  1880,  and  1885  schedules. 

Territorial  and  State 

Territorial  and  state  censuses  exist  for  parts  of 
Nebraska  for  1854,  1855,  1856,  1860,  1865,  and  1869. 

The  county  enumerations  of  several  eastern  Nebraska 
counties,  taken  during  1854,  1855,  1856,  1865,  and 
1 869,  were  published  in  the  Nebraska  and  Midwest 
Genealogical  Record,  vols.  13-22,  1932-44  (FHL 
film  162018).  (See  the  “Periodicals”  section  of  this 
outline.)  The  existing  records  are  at  the  Nebraska 
State  Historical  Society. 

The  Nebraska  territorial  censuses  of  1854  to  1856 
have  been  transcribed,  indexed,  and  published  in 
Eunice  Evelyn  Cox,  1854,  1855,  1856  Nebraska 
Territory  Censuses  (El lensburg,  Wash.:  Cox,  1977; 
FHL  book  978.2  X2p  1854-1856;  film  1036024  item 
2;  fiche  6051283).  The  State  Archives  at  the 
Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  has  a  card  index 
for  the  1 865  and  1 869  censuses. 


A  detailed  census  of  German  immigrants  from  Russia 
living  in  Lincoln  was  taken  from  1913  through  1914. 
The  information  is  similar  to  that  found  in  the  1900 
census,  but  the  town  or  colony  of  birth  is  also  given.  It 
is  arranged  by  street  and  is  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  under  NEBRASKA,  LANCASTER, 
LINCOLN— CENSUS  (FHL  film  833157). 

CHURCH  RECORDS 


Before  1900  the  largest  religious  groups  in  Nebraska 
were  the  Roman  Catholic,  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Lutheran,  and  Presbyterian  churches. 

The  Nebraska  State  Historical  Library  has  an 
extensive  collection  of  Protestant  church  records. 
These  are  listed  in  the  Guide  to  the  Manuscript 
Division  of  the  State  Archives  (see  the  “Archives  and 
Libraries”  section  of  this  outline).  For  a  fee,  the  staff 
will  check  the  records  if  you  provide  the  exact  name 
and  location  of  the  church  and  the  date  and  nature  of 
the  information  desired. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  very  few  church 
records  from  Nebraska.  The  library  has  microfilms  of 
some  Presbyterian  records,  such  as  session  minutes, 
baptisms,  and  membership  rolls.  The  library  also  has 
DAR  transcripts  of  some  other  denominations’  records. 

You  can  also  write  to  the  following  addresses  to 
learn  where  their  records  are  located: 

Lutheran 

Archives  of  the  Nebraska  Synod 
4980  South  118  Street,  Suite  D 
Omaha,  NE  68137 
Telephone:  402-896-53 1 1 
Fax:  402-896-5354 

Early  congregations  and  pioneers  are  described  in 
Charles  F.  Sandahl,  The  Nebraska  Conference  of  the 
Augustana  Synod,  (n.p.:  Nebraska  Conference,  1931; 
FHL  film  1036240  item  3). 

Methodist 

Nebraska  Wesleyan  University 

Historical  Archives  United  Methodist  Church 

5000  St.  Paul  Avenue 

Lincoln,  NE  68504 

Telephone:  402-465-2400 

Fax:  402-465-2189 

United  Methodist  Historical  Center 
Nebraska  Conference 
P.O.  Box  4553 
Lincoln,  NE  68504-0553 
Telephone:  402-465-2175 
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Presbyterian 

Presbyterian  Historical  Society 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. 

425  Lombard  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19147 
Telephone:  215-627-1852 
Fax:  215-627-0509 

Roman  Catholic 

Chancery  Office 
Archdiocese  of  Omaha 
100  North  62  Street 
Omaha,  NE  68132-2795 
Telephone:  402-558-3100 
Fax:  402-558-3026 

For  a  helpful  history  see  Henry  Weber  Casper, 
History  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  Nebraska,  3  vols. 
(Milwaukee:  Catholic  Life  Pub.,  1960-66;  FHL  book 
978.2  K2c). 

COURT  RECORDS 


Major  Nebraska  courts  that  kept  records  of 
genealogical  value  were  established  as  follows: 

County  courts  are  countywide  courts  with 
jurisdiction  over  minor  civil  and  criminal  actions, 
including  probate  and  juvenile  actions. 

District  courts  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
county  courts  over  civil  and  criminal  matters, 
including  juvenile  matters. 

Supreme  Court  serves  as  a  statewide  appellate  court. 

The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have  copies  of 
state  and  county  court  records.  They  are  available  at 
the  clerk’s  office  in  the  various  county  courthouses. 

Records  of  U.S.  circuit  and  district  courts  from  1855 
to  1961  are  at  the  National  Archives — Central  Plains 
Region  (Kansas  City,  Missouri).  For  more  information 
about  these  records,  see  Fred  W.  Hons  and  Delbert  A. 
Bishop,  Preliminary  Inventory  Records  of  the  United 
States  District  Court  for  the  District  of  Nebraska 
(Kansas  City:  Federal  Records  Center,  1967;  FHL  book 
978.2  A1  no.  18;  film  982229  item  5). 

DIRECTORIES 


Statewide  directories  were  published  periodically  from 
1882  to  1917.  The  1886  directory  was  the  first  to  list 
farmers  in  addition  to  businesses.  It  was  compiled  from 
the  agricultural  schedule  of  the  1885  census,  and 
thus  it  is  a  partial  index  to  that  census  (see  the 
“Census”  section  of  this  outline).  The  directories 
have  been  microfilmed  and  are  available  for 
purchase  from  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society. 


The  Family  History  Library  has  a  copy  of  the  1878 
business  directory  of  cities,  towns,  and  forts  along 
the  railroads  of  Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  Utah  (FHL 
film  1004514  item  3). 

Directories  of  heads  of  households  have  been 
published  for  the  major  cities.  For  example,  the 
Family  History  Library  has  directories  for: 

•  Omaha 

1866-1935  . FHL  film  1377220— 

1941,  1959,  etc  .  .  .  FHL  book  978.225/ol  E4p 

•  Lincoln 

1923  . FHL  film  1035751  item  10 

1940,  1960,  etc.  .  .  FHL  book  978.2293/Ll  E4p; 
film  1320578  item  2  (1940) 

EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION 

People 

Permanent  white  settlement  began  at  Bellevue  in  the 
region  south  of  present-day  Omaha.  The  Indian 
Intercourse  Act  of  1834  reserved  the  rest  of 
Nebraska  as  part  of  Indian  Territory.  Mormon 
pioneers  were  permitted  temporary  settlement  at 
Winter  Quarters  from  1 846  to  1 847,  but  Nebraska 
was  not  officially  opened  for  white  settlement  until 
passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill  in  1854. 

Between  1834  and  1854,  an  estimated  350,000 
pioneers  passed  through  the  Platte  Valley  along  the 
Oregon,  California,  and  Mormon  trails.  Most 
continued  westward  rather  than  settling  in  Nebraska. 

After  the  Civil  War,  many  Union  veterans  and  other 
settlers  arrived  from  the  eastern  United  States  to 
claim  lands  available  under  the  Homestead  Act  of 
1862.  These  settlers  generally  were  from  Ohio,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Indiana,  and 
Missouri. 

Immigrants  from  Europe  also  arrived  in  search  of 
land.  The  largest  overseas  groups  came  from 
Germany,  Sweden,  the  British  Isles,  Bohemia, 
Canada,  and  Denmark.  In  addition,  many  Germans 
immigrated  from  Russia.  Small  groups  of  Polish  and 
Italian  settlers  settled  in  Omaha  in  1885. 

Blacks  were  in  Nebraska  before  the  Civil  War,  but 
many  more  arrived  in  the  late  nineteenth  century, 
especially  in  the  Omaha  area.  American  Indians  had 
largely  been  dispossessed  of  their  Nebraska  lands 
and  removed  to  present-day  Oklahoma  by  1880,  but 
Santee  Sioux,  Omaha,  and  Winnebago  Indians  still 
live  on  two  small  reservations  in  the  state. 

New  settlement  virtually  ceased  in  the  1890s, 
although  a  large  section  of  northwest  Nebraska  was 
not  completely  homesteaded  until  after  World  War  I. 
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From  the  1860s  through  the  early  1900s,  many  New 
York  City  orphans  came  by  train  and  were  adopted 
by  Nebraska  families.  Information  on  the  orphans’ 
trains  is  being  collected  for  the  Nebraska  State 
Historical  Society  by  Eloise  Thomsen,  5843  Grant 
Street,  Omaha,  NE  68104. 

Records 

In  the  1850s  a  major  port  of  entry  to  Nebraska  was 
New  Orleans.  Steamboats  transported  settlers  and 
goods  up  the  Mississippi-Missouri  river  system  to 
Council  Bluffs  and  Winter  Quarters  (Florence). 

The  Civil  War  and  the  coming  of  the  railroad  in  the 
1 860s  put  an  end  to  the  steamboat  business.  After 
that  time,  overseas  immigrants  landed  at  the  port  of 
New  York  and  other  east  coast  ports,  and  then 
traveled  overland  to  Nebraska. 

The  Family  History  Library  and  the  National  Archives 
have  passenger  lists  or  indexes  for  American  ports  for 
1820-1943.  More  detailed  information  on  these  sources 
is  in  the  United  States  Research  Outline. 

Records  of  major  ethnic  groups,  including  Blacks, 
Czechs,  Germans,  and  Germans  from  Russia,  are 
listed  in  the  Family  History  Library  Catalog  under 
NEBRASKA  -  MINORITIES.  Records  of  American 
Indians  are  listed  in  the  Family  History  Library 
Catalog  under  NEBRASKA  -  NATIVE  RACES. 

Examples  of  published  sources  for  ethnic  groups  are: 

Rife,  Janet  Warkentin.  Germans  and  German-Russians 
in  Nebraska:  A  Research  Guide  to  Nebraska  Ethnic 
Studies.  Lincoln:  Center  for  Great  Plains  Studies, 
1980.  (FHL  book  978.2  F23r.) 

Rosicky,  Rose.  A  History  of  Czechs  (Bohemians)  in 
Nebraska.  1929.  Reprint.  Evansville,  Ind.: 
Unigraphic,  1977.  (FHL  book  978.2  F2r  1977; 
film  1036170.) 

GAZETTEERS 

Two  of  the  most  helpful  guides  to  places  in 
Nebraska  are: 

Fitzpatrick,  Lillian  Linder.  Nebraska  Place  Names.  .  .  . 
New  ed.  Lincoln:  University  of  Nebraska  Press, 

1960.  (FHL  book  978.2  E5f.) 

Perkey,  Elton  A.  Perkey '  s  Nebraska  Place  Names. 
Lincoln:  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society,  1982. 
(FHL  book  978.2  E2p;  film  1035665;  fiche  6051307.) 

GENEALOGY 


Most  archives,  historical  societies,  and  genealogical 
societies  have  special  collections  and  indexes  of 


genealogical  value.  These  must  usually  be  searched 
in  person. 

A  major  collection  available  at  the  Family  History 
Library  is  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
(DAR)  Genealogical  Collection  (FHL  films  870048; 
913003  and  others).  This  collection  contains  church 
records,  cemetery  tombstone  transcriptions,  county 
marriage  abstracts,  newspaper  obituaries,  and  family 
Bible  records.  The  main  collection  consists  of  16 
films.  Six  films  are  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  under  NEBRASKA, 
LANCASTER— VITAL  RECORDS. 

HISTORY 


The  following  important  events  in  the  history  of 
Nebraska  affected  political  boundaries,  record 
keeping,  and  family  movements. 

1803  Nebraska  was  part  of  the  Louisiana  Territory 
when  it  was  purchased  by  the  United  States 
from  France. 

1804-  United  States  government  explorers  visited 
1 824  the  region  and  described  it  as  a  vast 

wasteland.  The  resulting  myth  of  the  Great 
American  Desert  delayed  significant  white 
settlement  in  Nebraska. 

1813-  Trading  posts  and  forts  were  established 
1 827  near  present-day  Omaha. 

1830-  Nebraska  was  part  of  an  area  designated  as 
1854  Indian  Territory.  Between  1833  and  1876, 

Indian  tribes  ceded  all  Nebraska  claims  to  the 
United  States  government. 

1 840s-  Pioneer  wagons  heading  west  passed  through 
1 860s  the  Platte  Valley  over  the  Oregon,  California, 
and  Mormon  Trails. 

1854  The  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  established  the 
Nebraska  Territory.  The  creation  of  the 
Colorado  and  Dakota  territories  in  1861  and 
the  Idaho  Territory  in  1 863  reduced  Nebraska 
to  nearly  its  present  size.  Lands  in  Boyd  and 
Thurston  counties  were  received  from  South 
Dakota  in  1890. 

1 863  The  first  claim  under  the  Homestead  Act  was 
staked  near  Beatrice. 

1865  The  first  railroad  to  the  Pacific  Coast  was 
begun  at  Omaha.  It  was  completed  in  1869. 

1 867  Nebraska  became  a  state. 

1870-  Nebraska’s  greatest  population  growth  occurred 
1890  in  the  post-Civil  War  boom  as  settlers  arrived 
from  the  eastern  United  States  and  northern 
Europe. 
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1904  The  Kinkaid  Homestead  Act  opened  the  last 
rangeland  in  northwestern  Nebraska  to 
settlement. 

The  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  has  a  major 
collection  of  state  and  local  histories.  The  Family 
History  Library  also  collects  histories.  An  especially 
helpful  source  is  James  C.  Olson,  History  of 
Nebraska,  2d  ed.  (Lincoln:  University  of  Nebraska 
Press,  1966;  FHL  book  978.2  H2o). 

LAND  AND  PROPERTY 


Nebraska  is  a  public  domain  state,  in  which  land  is 
surveyed  and  transferred  to  private  ownership 
through  federal  land  offices.  (See  the  U.S.  Research 
Outline  for  more  information.)  Settlers  could  either 
purchase  the  land  or,  after  the  passage  of  the 
National  Homestead  Act  in  1 862,  receive 
homesteads. 

The  first  land  office  in  Nebraska  was  established  at 
Omaha  in  1855.  The  Family  History  Library  has 
research  handbooks  for  many  counties  describing  the 
evolution  of  the  land  office  districts. 

Each  local  land  office  kept  tract  books  and  township 
plats.  Records  of  the  land  offices  and  microfilm 
copies  of  all  tracts  are  at  the  Nebraska  State 
Historical  Society.  The  society  has  a  card  index  to 
the  tract  books  of  about  ten  counties. 

You  can  write  to  the  society  for  a  reference  leaflet 
on  Nebraska  land  laws  and  records. 

Homestead  applications  and  other  land  office  records 
are  available  from: 

Textual  Reference  Branch 

National  Archives  and  Records  Administration 

7th  and  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  N.W. 

Washington,  DC  20408 
Telephone:  202-501-5395 
Fax:  202-219-6273 

The  United  States  Research  Outline  (30972)  has 
instructions  for  ordering  copies. 

Patents  and  copies  of  tract  books  and  township  plats 
are  at  the: 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 
2515  Warren  Avenue 
Cheyenne,  WY  82003 
Telephone:  307-775-6001 
Fax:  307-775-6082 

Mailing  Address 
Box  1828 

Cheyenne,  WY  82003 

You  will  need  a  legal  description  of  the  land  to 
search  these  files  effectively. 


A  large  section  of  land  was  granted  to  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad,  which  then  sold  it  to  settlers  through 
its  own  land  offices.  Many  of  the  records  of  these 
transactions  were  destroyed  in  a  fire.  The  Burlington 
Railroad  also  sold  land.  Microfilm  copies  of  these 
records  are  at  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society. 

After  land  has  been  transferred  to  private  ownership, 
subsequent  transactions  are  recorded  at  county  offices. 
The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have  copies  of 
the  county  land  records.  You  can  obtain  copies  of 
deeds  and  mortgages  from  the  recorder  in  each  county. 

MAPS 


The  following  books  include  maps  and  historical 
information: 

The  Official  State  Atlas  of  Nebraska.  1885.  Reprint. 
Evansville,  Ind.:  Unigraphic,  1976.  (FHL  book  Q 
978.2  E3e  1976;  film  1036154  item  12.) 

Nimmo,  Sylvia.  Maps  Showing  County  Boundaries 
of  Nebraska,  1854-1925.  Papillion.  Neb.:  [S.n.], 
1978.  (FHL  book  978.2  E7m.) 

The  best  collection  of  maps  helpful  for  genealogical 
research  is  at  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society. 
Map  collections  are  available  on  interlibrary  loan 
through  the  University  of  Nebraska  at  Lincoln  and  at 
Omaha.  Kearny  State  College  also  has  a  good  map 
collection. 

MILITARY  RECORDS 


The  U.S.  Military  Records  Research  Outline  (34118) 
provides  more  information  on  federal  military 
records  and  search  strategies. 

Many  military  records  are  found  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  United  States 
Research  Outline  (30972)  provides  more  information 
about  the  federal  records.  For  Nebraska  the 
following  sources  are  also  very  helpful. 

Civil  War  (1861  to  1865) 

Indexes  to  service  and  pension  records  for  about 
3,000  soldiers  are  at  the  Family  History  Library. 

The  service  and  pension  records  have  not  been 
filmed  and  are  only  at  the  National  Archives. 
Published  rosters  usually  give  the  soldier’s  name, 
rank,  regiment,  age,  and  residence.  These  include: 

Dudley,  Edgar  S.  Roster  of  Nebraska  Volunteers 
from  1861  to  1869.  Hasting,  Neb.:  Wigton  & 
Evans,  1888.  (FHL  film  370881.) 

Roster  of  Nebraska  Soldiers.  Omaha:  Klopp, 

Bartlett  &  Co.,  1888.  (FHL  film  164034.) 
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Burial  records  of  Civil  War  veterans  of  the 
Department  of  Nebraska,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  are  also  available  in  alphabetical  order 
(FHL  films  833155-156).  The  records  provide  the 
veteran’s  military  unit,  date  and  place  of  death, 
cemetery,  and  sometimes  date  and  place  of  birth. 

World  War  I  (1917  to  1918) 

World  War  I  draft  registration  cards  for  men  age  1 8 
to  45  may  list  address,  birth  date,  birthplace,  race, 
nationality,  citizenship,  and  next  of  kin.  Not  all 
registrants  served  in  the  war.  For  registration  cards 
for  Nebraska,  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  Nebraska 
World  War  I  Selective  Service  System  Draft 
Registration  Cards,  1917-1918.  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publications,  Ml 509. 
Washington,  D.C.:  National  Archives,  1987-1988. 
(On  FHL  films  beginning  with  1684016.) 

To  find  an  individual’s  draft  card,  it  helps  to  know 
his  name  and  residence  at  the  time  of  registration. 
The  cards  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  county, 
within  the  county  by  draft  board,  and  then 
alphabetically  by  surname  within  each  draft  board. 

Most  counties  had  only  one  board;  large  cities  had 
several.  A  map  showing  the  boundaries  of  individual 
draft  boards  is  available  for  most  large  cities. 

Finding  an  ancestor’s  street  address  in  a  city 
directory  will  help  you  in  using  the  draft  board  map. 
There  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  cities  that  are  on  the 
map.  For  a  copy  of  this  map  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  List  of 
World  War  One  Draft  Board  Maps.  Washington, 
D.C.:  National  Archives.  (FHL  film  1498803.) 

Veterans  Lists 

The  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  has 
microfilmed  indexes  of  Spanish-American  War 
service  cards  and  World  War  I  Selective  service 
cards.  Several  rosters  of  veterans  living  in  the  state 
have  been  published.  These  usually  give  the 
veteran’s  name,  rank,  military  unit,  and  address. 
Examples  are: 

Nebraska.  Secretary  of  State.  Roster  of  Soldiers, 
Sailors,  and  Marines  of  the  War  of  1812,  the 
Mexican  War,  and  the  War  of  the  Rebellion 
Residing  in  Nebraska,  June  1st,  1891.  Lincoln: 
State  Journal  Co.,  1892.  (FHL  book  978.2  M2n; 
film  844966  item  4;  fiche  6010064.) 

Nebraska.  Secretary  of  State.  Roster  of  Veterans  of 
the  Mexican,  Civil,  and  Spanish-American  Wars 
Residing  in  Nebraska,  1915.  Lincoln:  Secretary  of 
State,  [1915].  (Not  at  Family  History  Library) 


Nebraska.  Secretary  of  State.  Roster  of 
Soldiers-Sailors  and  Marines  Who  Served  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  Spanish-American  War  and 
World  War  Omaha:  Waters-Bamhart  Printing  Co., 
1925.  (FHL  fiche  6075974.) 

Additional  Military  Records 

County  clerks  have  records  of  discharges,  militia 
lists,  military  censuses,  and  rosters  of  ex-servicemen. 
Militia  lists  of  all  males,  ages  18  to  45  and  subject 
to  military  duty,  were  taken  irregularly  from  1903  to 
1928. 

NATURALIZATION  AND 
CITIZENSHIP 

You  can  obtain  Nebraska  naturalization  papers  by 
writing  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  the 
county  in  which  your  ancestor  was  naturalized.  In 
some  cases,  the  county  has  retained  microfilm  copies 
and  sent  the  originals  to  the  Nebraska  State 
Historical  Society. 

The  Omaha  office  of  the  United  States  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  has  a  Works  Projects 
Administration  (WPA)  index  to  pre-1906 
naturalizations  for  all  Nebraska  counties  and  63  Iowa 
counties.  This  index  is  on  microfilm  at  the  Nebraska 
State  Historical  Society.  They  also  have  a  WPA 
index  to  district  court  naturalizations  of  Lincoln, 
Otoe,  York,  and  Platte  counties  from  the  time  of 
county  formation  to  about  1940.  The  Family  History 
Library  does  not  have  copies  of  these  indexes.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  some  naturalization 
records  from  counties  and  from  United  States 
District  Courts. 

Naturalization  information  can  also  be  found  in  the 
land  entry  file  of  an  immigrant  who  purchased  or 
homesteaded  land.  These  records  give  the  name  of 
the  immigrant,  the  court,  the  date  of  naturalization  or 
declaration  of  intention,  and  the  country  of  previous 
allegiance. 

If  you  need  naturalization  records  after  September 
1906,  contact  the  National  Archives — Central  Plains 
Region  (Kansas  City)  or  the  local  office  of  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service. 

NEWSPAPERS 


The  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  has  over 
20,000  microfilms  of  Nebraska  newspapers.  You  can 
purchase  copies  of  most  of  these  microfilms  from 
the  society.  Many  of  the  newspapers  have  been 
indexed  in  the  Newspaper  and  Information  Index 
available  at  the  society.  You  can  get  a  list  of  the 
indexed  newspapers  by  writing  to  the  society  and 
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asking  for  Reference  Leaflet  No.  4,  Newspaper 
Indexes.  Other  helpful  statewide  indexes  to  birth, 
marriage,  and  death  notices  are: 

Nebraska  Newspaper  Abstracts:  A  Computer  Index 
to  Names  and  Events  Abstracted  from  Selected 
Nebraska  Newspapers.  Alliance,  Neb.:  Nebraska 
State  Genealogical  Society,  1983 — .  (FHL  book 
978.2  B32n.)  This  series  now  has  birth,  marriage 
and  other  information  through  1919. 

Sittler,  Melvin.  Sittler  Index  of  Surnames  for  Which 
Information  Has  Been  Abstracted  from  the 
[Lincoln]  Nebraska  State  Journal,  May 
1873-December  31,  1899.  5  vols.  Lincoln:  The 
Lincoln-Lancaster  County  Genealogical  Society, 
1983-84.  (FHL  book  978.2293  D22si;  vols.  1-4  on 
fiche  6093604-7,  vol.  5  on  fiche  6117319.)  Vol.  5 
has  abstracts  for  1900. 

A  guide  to  help  you  locate  Nebraska  newspapers  is 
Anne  P.  Diffendal,  A  Guide  to  the  Newspaper 
Collection  of  the  State  Archives,  Nebraska  State 
Historical  Society  (Lincoln:  Nebraska  State 
Historical  Society,  1977;  FHL  book  978.2  B33n 
no.  4,  1977;  film  1036134  item  7). 

The  Family  History  Library  collects  indexes  and 
transcripts  of  newspaper  records  and  obituaries  but 
does  not  have  copies  of  Nebraska  newspapers. 

PERIODICALS 

The  major  genealogical  periodicals  and  magazines 
helpful  for  Nebraska  research  are: 

Nebraska  Ancestree.  1978-.  Published  by  the: 
Nebraska  State  Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box 
5608,  Lincoln,  Nebraska  68505,  Telephone: 
402-266-8881  (FHL  book  978.2  D25n.) 

The  Nebraska  and  Midwest  Genealogical  Record. 
1923-44.  Published  by  the  Nebraska  Genealogical 
Society,  Lincoln,  NE.  (FHL  book  978.2  D25nm; 
vols.  1-6  on  film  014887;  vols.  7-10  on  film 
162017;  vols.  11-22  on  film  162018.) 

Roots  and  Leaves.  1978-.  Published  by  the  Eastern 
Nebraska  Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box  541, 
Fremont,  NE  68026-0541.  (FHL  book  978.2  D25r; 
vols.  1-10  on  fiche  6048616-25.) 

The  Wagoner.  1978-.  Published  by  the  Northwest 
Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box  6,  Alliance,  NE 
69301.  (FHL  book  978.29  D25n.) 

PROBATE  RECORDS 


In  most  counties  in  Nebraska,  probate  records  have 
been  kept  by  the  county  judge.  They  include  wills, 
fee  books,  claim  registers,  legacy  records,  inheritance 
records,  probate  ticklers,  and  dockets.  They  are 


available  at  the  county  courthouses.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  microfilms  of  many  county 
probate  records. 

VITAL  RECORDS 


Local  Records  of  Births  and  Deaths 

The  earliest  civil  vital  records  were  kept  by  a  few 
city  health  departments.  Omaha  has  death  records 
dating  from  1870  and  birth  records  from  1873. 
Lincoln  has  birth  and  death  files  from  1889. 

A  few  Nebraska  counties  also  began  recording  births 
and  deaths  before  statewide  registration.  Contact  the 
county  clerk  to  obtain  copies  of  the  records.  Copies 
of  the  incomplete  county  records  before  1905 
(except  Douglas  County)  are  also  available  at  the 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  (see  below).  For  Douglas 
County  records  write  to: 

Douglas  County  Health  Department 
1819  Famam  Street  Room  401 
Omaha,  NE  68183-0401 
Telephone:  402-444-7213 
Fax:  402-444-6267 

State  Records  of  Births  and  Deaths 

Statewide  registration  of  births  and  deaths  began  in 
1905  and  was  generally  complied  with  by  1920. 
Delayed  registrations  are  also  available  from  1917 
for  births  that  occurred  before  that  time.  To  obtain 
copies  of  the  records,  write  to: 

Nebraska  Health  and  Human  Services  System 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics 
301  Centennial  Mall  South  -  3rd  Floor 
Lincoln,  NE  68509-5065 
Telephone:  402-471-2871 

Mailing  Address: 

P.O.  Box  95065 
Lincoln,  NE  68509-5065 

State  your  relationship  to  the  individual  and  the 
reason  you  want  the  information.  Requests  for 
records  of  persons  bom  or  married  within  the  last  50 
years  are  only  available  to  a  member  of  the 
immediate  family. 

The  current  fees  for  this  service  are  listed  in  Where 
to  Write  for  Vital  Records:  Births,  Deaths, 

Marriages,  and  Divorces  (Hyattsville,  Md.:  U.S. 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services,  March 
1993;  FHL  book  973  V24wv).  Copies  of  this  booklet 
are  at  the  Family  History  Library  and  at  many 
Family  History  Centers.  You  can  also  contact  the 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  for  current  information. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  not  acquired  copies 
of  Nebraska  birth  or  death  records  from  state. 
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county,  or  city  offices.  Some  vital  records  have  been 
transcribed  and  published  in  genealogical  periodicals. 

Marriage  Records 

Marriages  have  been  recorded  by  individual  counties 
since  the  date  each  county  was  organized.  Marriage 
documents  since  1 867  often  list  the  names  of  parents 
of  the  bride  and  groom.  Copies  can  be  obtained  by 
writing  to  the  office  of  the  probate  judge  in  the 
county.  Some  of  the  earliest  marriage  records  are 
now  in  the  custody  of  the  Nebraska  State  Historical 
Society.  The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilms 
of  marriage  records  for  many  counties. 

Statewide  registration  of  marriages  began  in  1909. 
Since  that  time,  each  county  clerk  has  been  required 
to  submit  a  copy  of  all  marriage  records  to  the 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics.  You  can  write  to  the 
Bureau  (address  above)  for  information.  The  Bureau 
of  Vital  Statistics  will  release  records  of  marriages 
within  the  last  50  years  only  to  a  member  of  the 
immediate  family. 

Divorce  Records 

Divorce  proceedings  since  the  1850s  have  been  kept 
by  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  each  county. 
Divorce  records  since  1909  are  also  at  the  Bureau  of 
Vital  Statistics. 

Inventory  of  Vital  Records 

A  description  of  the  history  and  availability  of 
existing  records  is  in  The  Guide  to  Public  Vital 
Statistics  Records  In  Nebraska  (Lincoln:  Historical 
Records  Survey,  1941;  FHL  book  978.2  V23h,  film 
874077  item  3;  fiche  6046710). 

FOR  FURTHER  READING 


The  following  will  give  you  more  information  about 
research  and  records  of  Nebraska: 

Nebraska,  A  Guide  to  Genealogical  Research. 
Lincoln:  Nebraska  State  Genealogical  Society, 
1984.  (FHL  book  978.2  D27n.) 

Nimmo,  Sylvia,  and  Mary  Cutler.  Nebraska  Local 
History  and  Genealogy  Reference  Guide:  A 
Bibliography  of  County  Research  Materials. 
Papillion,  Neb.:  Sylvia  Nimmo,  1987.  (FHL  book 
978.2  D23n.) 


A  Research  Guide  to  Genealogical  Data  in 
Nebraska.  Alliance,  Neb.:  Nebraska  State 
Genealogical  Society,  c.  1980—.  This  is  a  series  of 
93  detailed  county  guides  for  every  county.  They 
are  particularly  useful  for  locating  church  records. 
The  Family  History  Library  has  copies  for  some 
counties,  for  example:  FHL  978.2  D27ns  (Red 
Willow,  Frontier,  Hayes,  Hitchcock,  Dundy  and 
Chase  counties). 

Eichholz,  Alice,  ed.  Ancestrys '  Red  Book:  American 
State,  County,  and  Town  Sources.  Rev.  ed.  Salt 
Lake  City:  Ancestry,  1992.  (FHL  book  973  D27rb 
1992;  computer  number  594021.)  Contains 
bibliographies  and  background  information  on 
history  and  ethnic  groups.  Also  contains  maps  and 
tables  showing  when  each  county  was  created. 

COMMENTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS 

The  Family  History  Library  welcomes  additions  and 
corrections  that  will  improve  future  editions  of  this 
outline.  Please  send  your  suggestions  to: 

Publications  Coordination 

Family  History  Library 

35  N.  West  Temple 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84150-3400 

USA 

We  appreciate  the  archivists,  librarians,  and  others 
who  have  reviewed  this  outline  and  shared  helpful 
information. 

©  1988,  1997  by  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

All  rights  reserved.  Printed  in  the  USA 
Second  Edition  July  1997.  English  approval:  7/97 

No  part  of  this  document  may  be  reprinted,  posted  on-line,  or  reproduced  in  any 
form  for  any  purpose  without  the  prior  written  permission  of  the  publisher.  Send  all 
requests  for  such  permission  to: 

Copyrights  and  Permissions  Coordinator 

Family  History  Department 

50  E.  North  Temple  Street 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84150-3400 

USA 

Fax:  801-240-2494 

Family  History  Library,  Family  History  Library  Catalog,  Family  History  Center, 
and  Family  History  Centers  are  trademarks  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints.  FamilySearch  is  a  registered  trademark  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints. 
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